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Major phenomena

The (de-)urbanization process in Romania
+
Migration trends



MNAC 2016



PETRILA 2018



VENICE 2021
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I. ENGINE / MOTOR

Tudor Constantinescu

Anina Coal Mine, 
Shaft I site
Digital, 2013 (50x33cm)

Anina, mina de cărbune, 
ansamblul puțului I, 
Digital, 2013 (50x33cm)



302

Tudor Constantinescu

Brăila, Wood Processing 
Plant building
Digital, 2015 (50x33cm)

Brăila, corp al 
Combinatului de 
Prelucrare a Lemnului 
Digital, 2015 (50x33cm)



306 307

Tudor Constantinescu

Băile Herculane, 
covered passageway
Digital, 2012 (33x50cm)

Băile Herculane, 
promenadă acoperită
Digital, 2012 (33x50cm)

Tudor Constantinescu

Borsec, reading hall in the 
Library Pavilion
Digital, 2012 (50x33cm)

Borsec, sală de lectură din 
Pavilionul Bibliotecii
Digital, 2012 (50x33cm)



308 309

Tudor Constantinescu

Băile Govora, treatment 
hall in the Spa Pavilion
Digital, 2012 (33x50cm)

Băile Govora, 
sală de tratament din 
Pavilionul de Băi
Digital, 2012 (33x50cm)

Tudor Constantinescu

Băile Govora, lobby of the 
Main Spa Pavilion
Digital, 2012 (50x33cm)

Băile Govora, hol al 
Pavilionului Central de Băi
Digital, 2012 (50x33cm)
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I I . FACILITIES / DOTĂRI

Tudor Constantinescu

Băilești, House of Culture
Digital, 2013 (50x33cm)

Casa de cultură din 
Băilești
Digital, 2013 (50x33cm)
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Tudor Constantinescu

Gymnastics hall in Turnu 
Măgurele’s 
House of Culture
Digital, 2012 (50x33cm)

Turnu Măgurele, 
sală de gimnastică din 
cadrul Casei de Cultură
Digital, 2012 (50x33cm)



325

Tudor Constantinescu

Isaccea, restaurant and 
club in the hotel complex
Digital, 2012 (50x33cm)

Isaccea, restaurant-club 
din complex hotelier
Digital, 2012 (50x33cm)



333

I I I . PUBLIC SPACE / 
SPAȚIU PUBLIC

Tudor Constantinescu

Turnu Măgurele, leisure 
activities in the pedestrian 
promenade next to the 
Department Store 
Digital, 2012 (50x33cm) 

Turnu Măgurele, activități 
în zona pietonală de lângă 
Magazinul Universal
Digital, 2012 (50x33cm)



350 351

Tudor Constantinescu

Lonea, children playing 
on the railroad tracks to 
Petrila Coal Mine
Digital, 2010 (33x50cm)

Lonea, loc de joacă 
pe calea ferată către 
Mina Petrila
Digital, 2010 (33x50cm)

Tudor Constantinescu

Sulina, fishermen off-duty
Digital, 2013 (50x33cm)

Sulina, pescari în timpul liber 
Digital, 2013 (50x33cm)



342

Tudor Constantinescu

Oltenița, nightlife
Digital, 2012 (50x33cm)

Oltenița, viață de noapte
Digital, 2012 (50x33cm)



359

IV. DWELLING / LOCUIRE

Tudor Constantinescu

Anina, Orașul Nou district
Digital, 2015 (50x33cm)

Anina, Orașul Nou
Digital, 2015 (50x33cm)
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Tudor Constantinescu

Bălan, workers’ dormitory
Digital, 2013 (33x50cm)

Bălan, bloc muncitoresc 
Digital, 2013 (33x50cm)

Tudor Constantinescu

Zărnești, workers’ dormitory
Digital, 2013 (50x33cm)

Zărnești, bloc muncitoresc 
Digital, 2013 (50x33cm)



What are  
Shrinking Cities?

Shrinkage is the result of a complex interplay of 
factors. As such, it describes a phenomenon that 
produces both quantitative and qualitative changes 
at the city or neighborhood scale. It includes the 
following aspects:

Social and cultural shrinkage: closures of urban 
facilities (theaters, cinemas, sports facilities, etc.); 
weakened communities;

Physical shrinkage: abandonment of buildings and 
public spaces; dilapidation or demolition works 
outnumber construction works;

Economic shrinkage: lack of jobs; falling property 
values; etc.;

Demographic shrinkage: the global indicator that 
measures population loss over a certain period.

Ce sunt  
shrinking cities?

Contracția urbană este rezultatul unei suprapuneri 
complexe de factori, descriind un fenomen ce 
se manifestă cantitativ și calitativ în cadrul unui 
oraș sau a unor părți ale sale și care cuprinde 
următoarele aspecte:

Contracție socio-culturală: închiderea dotărilor 
urbane (teatre, cinematografe, săli de sport etc.); 
relații slăbite ale comunității;

Contracția fizică: clădiri, spații abandonate; ruinări 
sau demolări mai frecvente decât construcțiile noi;

Contracție economică: lipsa locurilor de muncă; 
valori imobiliare în scădere etc.;

Contracție demografică: indicatorul global, 
ce contorizează scăderile de populație dintr-o 
anumită perioadă.



MNAC, 2016

conștientizare
publicul larg











2021 Fading Borders

Away Shrinking cities





Away68-69 

Adi, 34, a Romanian immigrant, helps his son Andrei, 6, with homework in Palos de 
la Frontera, Spain. Adi is a field supervisor (encargado) in a strawberry farm there 
and lives with his Romanian wife and their son in a field on the edge of town, in the 
lodgings provided by the Spanish farm owner.

Mariana, 44, a Romanian immigrant, picks strawberries in Palos de la Frontera, Spain. 
The working position gives her unbearable back aches after a few hours, so Mariana 
has to take ibuprofen to get through the day.

Palos de la Frontera, Spain. February 12 2020 Palos de la Frontera, Spain. February 26 2020



VENICE BIENNALE

Why is this 
subject of 
interest for 
architects?









The (de-)urbanization process in Romania
The dimension of shrinkage since 1989

Credits: Shrinking Cities in Romania Project; Source (primary 
data): National Institute of Statistics, I. Păun Constantinescu



The dimension of shrinkage since 1989
The small tourist towns

Credits: Shrinking Cities in Romania Project; Source (primary 
data): National Institute of Statistics, I. Păun Constantinescu

#1. Ignoring Shrinkage
Not admitting that the city has a problem 
blocks any possible reforms.

#2. Countering Shrinkage
This policy is  based on the idea that the city has 
to regrow and shrinkage is  just temporary.

#3. Accepting Shrinkage
This policy focuses on how to retain, rather than 
on how to attract.

#4. Making Use of Shrinkage

Attitudes / Policy Responses



The dimension of shrinkage since 1989
The (mono)industrial towns

Credits: Shrinking Cities in Romania Project; Source (primary 
data): National Institute of Statistics, I. Păun Constantinescu

e since 1989



The dimension of shrinkage since 1989
The Danube port towns

Credits: Shrinking Cities in Romania Project; Source (primary 
data): National Institute of Statistics, I. Păun Constantinescu

#1. Ignoring Shrinkage
Not admitting that the city has a problem 
blocks any possible reforms.

#2. Countering Shrinkage
This policy is  based on the idea that the city has 
to regrow and shrinkage is  just temporary.

#3. Accepting Shrinkage
This policy focuses on how to retain, rather than 
on how to attract.

#4. Making Use of Shrinkage

Attitudes / Policy Responses

-43,8%

-31,5%

-27,23% -21%

-11%

-35%

-14%

-15%
-22,5%

-14,5%
-21,5%

-40,5%

-26%
-18,9%

-10% -22%

-35,8%



Make use of shrinkage
Possible Positive Effects on Shrinkage

NEGATIVELY PERCEIVED ASPECTS: 

decreasing population 
aging of population
higher rate of vacancies, empty building 
infrastructure
etherogenous texture/ voids 
economic problems, lack of jobs

POSSIBLE POSITIVE EFFECTS

Sustainability

Active ageing

New form of density 

Heritage. Valuing unused or forgotten 
existing resources 

Innovation and creativity 



Make use of shrinkage
Possible Positive Effects on Shrinkage

#1. #2. #3. #4. #5.



Make use of shrinkage
Possible Positive Effects on Shrinkage

UNDERUSED ASSETS

• Relation with the Danube
• Architectural and urban 

planning heritage
• Human, social potential
• Agricultural and rural 

character



Relation with the Danube
city center, industrial area,port, 
waterfront, beach

Source: Iulia Perieteanu 

Make use of shrinkage
Possible Positive Effects on Shrinkage
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Brăila
Built density Replaced by Social Density



Brăila
Built density Replaced by Social Density



Future goals / intentions
Activating underused public urban spaces 

through small scale architectural projects 
developed with the local community



Băile Govora
Landscape as a planning tool





Băile Herculane
Heritage. Valuing unused or forgotten existing resources 





Petrila
Innovation and creativity
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